
Deltapoll Survey Results

Sample Size: 1,282

Fieldwork: 

Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

QA2 Different subjects may require 

different approaches to assessment. 

Currently, the default position is for all 

assessment to be via exam, unless in 

exceptional circumstances (for 

example a drama or PE performance). 

In general, which of the following do 

you think should be the default 

method for assessing qualifications? 
Solely non-exam assessment (such as 

coursework, practical work and 

presentations)
11 12 11 14 10 10 14 10 11 11

Solely exams 16 18 15 20 13 12 21 13 14 16
A mix of non-exam assessment and 

exams 68 65 71 64 71 71 61 71 72 68

Some other method or combination 4 5 4 2 5 6 4 6 3 5
Don't know 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 0

Gender Age Region
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Deltapoll Survey Results

Sample Size: 1,282

Fieldwork: 

Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA2 Different subjects may require 

different approaches to assessment. 

Currently, the default position is for all 

assessment to be via exam, unless in 

exceptional circumstances (for 

example a drama or PE performance). 

In general, which of the following do 

you think should be the default 

method for assessing qualifications? 
Solely non-exam assessment (such as 

coursework, practical work and 

presentations)
11

Solely exams 16
A mix of non-exam assessment and 

exams 68

Some other method or combination 4
Don't know 1

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

15 31 6 7 8 8 33 6 9 10 13

13 31 14 29 12 18 15 30 14 12 19

68 35 76 58 71 68 50 59 71 73 65

5 3 3 6 8 1 3 5 5 4 3

0 0 1 0 1 4 0 0 0 1 0

School sector Role
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Deltapoll Survey Results

Sample Size: 1,282

Fieldwork: 

Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA2 Different subjects may require 

different approaches to assessment. 

Currently, the default position is for all 

assessment to be via exam, unless in 

exceptional circumstances (for 

example a drama or PE performance). 

In general, which of the following do 

you think should be the default 

method for assessing qualifications? 
Solely non-exam assessment (such as 

coursework, practical work and 

presentations)
11

Solely exams 16
A mix of non-exam assessment and 

exams 68

Some other method or combination 4
Don't know 1

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

16 12 11 8 12 21 15 4 11

22 18 17 11 13 19 32 16 11

58 68 68 75 70 56 53 76 71

3 2 4 5 4 4 0 4 6

0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

Generally speaking, what impact, if 

any, do you think an assessment 

approach of solely end-of-course, high 

stakes exams to determine grades has 

on the health and wellbeing of each of 

the following groups

QA4_1 Students
It has a positive impact 24 27 23 37 17 14 31 16 26 24

It has no impact 13 15 12 15 12 10 13 11 14 13
It has a negative impact 49 46 51 38 57 53 40 58 46 52

Don't know/it varies 14 13 14 10 14 23 16 15 15 11

QA4_2 Teachers
It has a positive impact 25 26 24 35 20 15 30 21 25 25

It has no impact 17 20 16 25 12 17 17 16 17 19
It has a negative impact 43 40 45 30 52 49 35 47 45 44

Don't know/it varies 14 13 15 11 16 19 18 15 14 12

QA4_3 Parents
It has a positive impact 22 23 21 32 16 11 26 15 21 24

It has no impact 22 25 20 29 17 15 24 22 25 18
It has a negative impact 32 30 34 20 40 38 27 40 27 36

Don't know/it varies 24 22 26 19 26 36 24 24 27 23
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

Generally speaking, what impact, if 

any, do you think an assessment 

approach of solely end-of-course, high 

stakes exams to determine grades has 

on the health and wellbeing of each of 

the following groups

QA4_1 Students
It has a positive impact 24

It has no impact 13
It has a negative impact 49

Don't know/it varies 14

QA4_2 Teachers
It has a positive impact 25

It has no impact 17
It has a negative impact 43

Don't know/it varies 14

QA4_3 Parents
It has a positive impact 22

It has no impact 22
It has a negative impact 32

Don't know/it varies 24

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

29 62 14 23 17 37 11 47 21 6 37

15 21 9 24 7 11 41 23 11 8 18

45 9 61 36 58 44 48 21 56 65 37

11 9 16 18 17 9 0 8 12 21 7

29 56 14 34 19 43 11 51 23 7 35

21 24 14 16 14 8 11 24 17 13 22

41 9 52 32 46 41 78 19 47 59 34

8 10 19 17 22 8 0 7 13 21 9

24 54 13 30 13 31 11 48 18 8 34

24 29 18 19 19 27 17 28 18 18 29

33 8 38 21 36 27 59 18 36 40 25

18 9 31 29 32 14 13 7 28 34 12
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

Generally speaking, what impact, if 

any, do you think an assessment 

approach of solely end-of-course, high 

stakes exams to determine grades has 

on the health and wellbeing of each of 

the following groups

QA4_1 Students
It has a positive impact 24

It has no impact 13
It has a negative impact 49

Don't know/it varies 14

QA4_2 Teachers
It has a positive impact 25

It has no impact 17
It has a negative impact 43

Don't know/it varies 14

QA4_3 Parents
It has a positive impact 22

It has no impact 22
It has a negative impact 32

Don't know/it varies 24

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

42 38 27 8 28 51 44 13 18

8 21 15 8 15 17 30 8 10

34 33 49 66 35 26 18 65 59

15 7 9 19 22 6 7 15 13

40 39 27 10 35 46 42 15 18

22 22 20 11 18 26 25 15 15

25 32 42 60 32 18 27 55 50

13 7 12 19 15 9 5 16 17

35 34 26 7 22 44 38 12 17

22 30 23 14 24 32 32 17 20

27 20 31 45 22 17 21 37 40

16 17 20 34 33 6 9 33 24
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

In your opinion would the mental 

health and wellbeing of the following 

groups be better, worse or unaffected 

if a mixed method of assessment such 

as coursework, practical work and 

presentations was used alongside 

exams, instead of using mainly or 

solely end of course exams?

QA5_1 Students
It would be better 75 69 78 78 74 69 72 72 73 79

It would make no difference 16 20 13 16 16 15 18 15 17 14
It would be worse 3 4 3 3 3 5 4 4 3 3

Don't know/it varies 6 7 6 3 8 11 7 9 7 4

QA5_2 Teachers
It would be better 54 45 58 54 54 50 44 52 54 60

It would make no difference 22 28 19 29 19 19 29 17 25 20
It would be worse 17 20 15 13 19 21 20 22 14 15

Don't know/it varies 7 6 7 4 8 10 7 9 6 5

QA5_3 Parents
It would be better 48 47 48 50 47 43 43 43 45 54

It would make no difference 31 34 29 33 29 33 35 34 31 27
It would be worse 5 5 5 5 5 4 6 6 3 5

Don't know/it varies 17 14 18 12 20 20 15 17 21 14
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

In your opinion would the mental 

health and wellbeing of the following 

groups be better, worse or unaffected 

if a mixed method of assessment such 

as coursework, practical work and 

presentations was used alongside 

exams, instead of using mainly or 

solely end of course exams?

QA5_1 Students
It would be better 75

It would make no difference 16
It would be worse 3

Don't know/it varies 6

QA5_2 Teachers
It would be better 54

It would make no difference 22
It would be worse 17

Don't know/it varies 7

QA5_3 Parents
It would be better 48

It would make no difference 31
It would be worse 5

Don't know/it varies 17

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

74 69 79 62 63 79 61 65 75 76 72

17 24 11 30 20 15 26 26 14 11 24

3 4 3 2 5 4 13 8 3 3 2

5 4 7 6 11 2 0 2 8 10 3

59 56 52 33 42 71 27 67 52 54 52

24 39 18 32 18 22 58 19 22 13 31

13 4 21 28 25 4 15 12 19 20 14

4 2 9 7 15 4 0 2 7 14 2

55 63 42 33 34 56 34 69 43 39 58

28 28 32 39 30 31 52 18 32 31 29

5 2 5 5 6 7 13 9 5 5 5

11 8 21 23 30 6 0 4 20 25 8
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

In your opinion would the mental 

health and wellbeing of the following 

groups be better, worse or unaffected 

if a mixed method of assessment such 

as coursework, practical work and 

presentations was used alongside 

exams, instead of using mainly or 

solely end of course exams?

QA5_1 Students
It would be better 75

It would make no difference 16
It would be worse 3

Don't know/it varies 6

QA5_2 Teachers
It would be better 54

It would make no difference 22
It would be worse 17

Don't know/it varies 7

QA5_3 Parents
It would be better 48

It would make no difference 31
It would be worse 5

Don't know/it varies 17

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

75 77 74 75 68 75 59 80 77

14 17 18 13 19 23 32 11 13

7 3 2 3 5 2 6 3 2

4 3 6 9 8 0 3 6 8

60 59 53 52 49 56 54 50 57

27 28 24 16 32 31 27 21 16

11 11 17 23 15 12 14 19 20

2 3 7 10 5 0 5 10 7

53 52 47 44 42 61 58 40 47

29 32 32 29 33 31 29 32 32

10 5 4 4 5 5 8 4 4

8 11 16 23 20 3 4 24 17
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

QA6 And in your opinion, would it be 

fairer, less fair or make no difference 

for students if a mixed method of 

assessment such as coursework, 

practical work and presentations was 

used alongside exams, instead of using 

mainly or solely end of course exams?

It would be fairer 72 66 75 69 74 69 70 72 74 70
It would make no difference 16 18 14 22 12 13 17 15 12 18

It would be less fair 11 14 9 6 12 17 11 10 12 9
Don't know 2 2 2 3 2 1 2 2 2 2
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA6 And in your opinion, would it be 

fairer, less fair or make no difference 

for students if a mixed method of 

assessment such as coursework, 

practical work and presentations was 

used alongside exams, instead of using 

mainly or solely end of course exams?

It would be fairer 72
It would make no difference 16

It would be less fair 11
Don't know 2

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

72 62 74 57 70 80 72 66 72 75 70

17 31 12 24 10 11 28 29 15 12 18

7 7 13 16 15 6 0 5 12 12 9

3 0 1 2 4 3 0 0 1 1 3
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA6 And in your opinion, would it be 

fairer, less fair or make no difference 

for students if a mixed method of 

assessment such as coursework, 

practical work and presentations was 

used alongside exams, instead of using 

mainly or solely end of course exams?

It would be fairer 72
It would make no difference 16

It would be less fair 11
Don't know 2

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

77 66 70 74 70 73 54 71 76

13 28 17 9 14 16 38 13 12

5 4 11 16 12 9 7 13 11

6 1 1 1 4 1 2 3 1
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

For each of the following do you agree 

strongly, tend to agree, neither agree 

nor disagree, tend to disagree or 

disagree strongly? 

QA7_1 A focus on high stakes terminal 

exams has a negative impact on young 

people's enjoyment of learning
Agree strongly 37 39 36 40 38 28 42 36 34 38
Tend to agree 42 37 45 40 44 40 40 43 41 44

Neither agree nor disagree 12 13 12 15 10 14 10 9 17 12
Tend to disagree 5 6 5 3 5 13 4 8 5 5

Disagree strongly 2 3 1 2 2 5 4 3 3 1
Don't know 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0

Agree (All) 79 76 81 80 82 68 82 79 75 82
Disagree (All) 7 9 6 5 7 18 8 11 8 6

Net Agree +72 +67 +75 +75 +75 +50 +74 +68 +67 +76
Mean 1.08 1.04 1.10 1.13 1.11 0.73 1.15 1.03 1.00 1.14
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

For each of the following do you agree 

strongly, tend to agree, neither agree 

nor disagree, tend to disagree or 

disagree strongly? 

QA7_1 A focus on high stakes terminal 

exams has a negative impact on young 

people's enjoyment of learning
Agree strongly 37
Tend to agree 42

Neither agree nor disagree 12
Tend to disagree 5

Disagree strongly 2
Don't know 0

Agree (All) 79
Disagree (All) 7

Net Agree +72
Mean 1.08

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

36 43 38 29 31 50 54 51 34 39 41

49 37 40 37 40 33 43 42 42 40 41

9 15 14 16 15 13 3 2 14 11 11

4 2 5 12 11 4 0 4 7 6 4

2 4 2 3 3 0 0 0 3 2 1

0 0 1 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 1

85 80 78 66 71 83 97 93 76 79 82

6 6 7 15 14 4 0 4 10 8 5

+79 +74 +71 +51 +57 +79 +97 +89 +66 +71 +77

1.14 1.13 1.08 0.81 0.84 1.28 1.52 1.42 0.98 1.09 1.18
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

For each of the following do you agree 

strongly, tend to agree, neither agree 

nor disagree, tend to disagree or 

disagree strongly? 

QA7_1 A focus on high stakes terminal 

exams has a negative impact on young 

people's enjoyment of learning
Agree strongly 37
Tend to agree 42

Neither agree nor disagree 12
Tend to disagree 5

Disagree strongly 2
Don't know 0

Agree (All) 79
Disagree (All) 7

Net Agree +72
Mean 1.08

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

37 43 38 35 24 49 42 32 42

48 37 42 43 43 37 43 50 38

7 15 14 11 19 11 11 10 12

6 3 4 8 8 4 4 6 5

0 2 3 2 4 0 0 2 2

1 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0

85 80 80 78 67 86 85 82 80

6 5 7 10 12 4 4 8 7

+79 +75 +73 +68 +55 +82 +81 +74 +73

1.17 1.17 1.07 1.01 0.77 1.30 1.21 1.03 1.13
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

QA7_2 Teaching students to sit high 

stakes terminal exams has a negative 

impact on my own enjoyment of 

teaching
Agree strongly 29 27 29 25 32 21 30 29 29 27
Tend to agree 40 36 42 45 37 39 39 41 39 41

Neither agree nor disagree 18 19 17 18 18 17 16 17 18 20
Tend to disagree 9 11 8 9 8 13 9 10 8 9

Disagree strongly 4 5 3 2 4 9 5 4 5 2
Don't know 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0

Agree (All) 69 63 71 70 69 60 69 70 68 68
Disagree (All) 13 16 11 11 12 22 14 14 13 11

Net Agree +56 +47 +60 +59 +57 +38 +55 +56 +55 +57
Mean 0.81 0.71 0.87 0.82 0.86 0.52 0.81 0.82 0.80 0.82
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA7_2 Teaching students to sit high 

stakes terminal exams has a negative 

impact on my own enjoyment of 

teaching
Agree strongly 29
Tend to agree 40

Neither agree nor disagree 18
Tend to disagree 9

Disagree strongly 4
Don't know 0

Agree (All) 69
Disagree (All) 13

Net Agree +56
Mean 0.81

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

28 27 31 20 26 26 47 33 27 30 34

43 48 39 29 38 39 37 52 38 39 40

18 20 16 32 17 20 3 9 19 16 18

8 3 10 10 10 14 13 5 9 11 6

2 2 4 10 7 1 0 2 6 3 1

0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1

71 75 70 49 64 65 84 85 65 69 74

10 5 14 20 17 15 13 7 15 14 7

+61 +70 +56 +29 +47 +50 +71 +78 +50 +55 +67

0.87 0.95 0.83 0.38 0.67 0.75 1.18 1.08 0.72 0.82 0.99
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA7_2 Teaching students to sit high 

stakes terminal exams has a negative 

impact on my own enjoyment of 

teaching
Agree strongly 29
Tend to agree 40

Neither agree nor disagree 18
Tend to disagree 9

Disagree strongly 4
Don't know 0

Agree (All) 69
Disagree (All) 13

Net Agree +56
Mean 0.81

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

30 23 32 29 16 36 32 27 32

49 47 36 39 42 46 34 40 38

14 19 18 18 24 8 18 19 17

3 8 10 8 11 9 15 7 9

4 2 4 5 6 1 0 6 3

0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0

79 70 68 68 58 82 66 67 70

7 10 14 13 17 10 15 13 12

+72 +60 +54 +55 +41 +72 +51 +54 +58

0.98 0.81 0.82 0.79 0.52 1.08 0.82 0.77 0.86
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

QA7_3 A focus on high stakes terminal 

exams puts young people off lifelong 

learning
Agree strongly 28 28 28 33 26 19 30 27 24 30
Tend to agree 40 37 41 40 40 38 35 41 40 40

Neither agree nor disagree 19 19 19 18 20 20 23 17 23 15
Tend to disagree 10 10 10 8 10 14 7 12 8 11

Disagree strongly 3 4 2 1 3 6 4 3 3 1
Don't know 1 2 1 1 1 3 0 1 1 2

Agree (All) 68 65 69 73 66 57 65 68 64 70
Disagree (All) 13 14 12 9 13 20 11 15 11 12

Net Agree +55 +51 +57 +64 +53 +37 +54 +53 +53 +58
Mean 0.82 0.76 0.85 0.96 0.77 0.49 0.80 0.78 0.76 0.89
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA7_3 A focus on high stakes terminal 

exams puts young people off lifelong 

learning
Agree strongly 28
Tend to agree 40

Neither agree nor disagree 19
Tend to disagree 10

Disagree strongly 3
Don't know 1

Agree (All) 68
Disagree (All) 13

Net Agree +55
Mean 0.82

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

28 48 27 14 23 30 30 54 26 26 32

43 26 40 42 35 36 26 35 40 33 43

18 23 18 24 21 21 45 8 18 19 16

10 2 10 12 15 13 0 1 10 16 8

1 2 3 5 4 0 0 2 4 2 0

0 0 2 2 2 0 0 0 1 2 1

71 74 67 56 58 66 56 89 66 59 75

11 4 13 17 19 13 0 3 14 18 8

+60 +70 +54 +39 +39 +53 +56 +86 +52 +41 +67

0.87 1.15 0.79 0.49 0.57 0.83 0.85 1.39 0.75 0.67 0.98
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA7_3 A focus on high stakes terminal 

exams puts young people off lifelong 

learning
Agree strongly 28
Tend to agree 40

Neither agree nor disagree 19
Tend to disagree 10

Disagree strongly 3
Don't know 1

Agree (All) 68
Disagree (All) 13

Net Agree +55
Mean 0.82

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

37 34 30 22 20 40 30 26 28

37 43 37 41 37 44 35 41 41

18 16 19 19 24 12 24 20 16

8 5 11 12 15 3 12 11 9

1 0 3 4 3 1 0 2 3

0 1 1 2 1 0 0 0 2

74 77 67 63 57 84 65 67 69

9 5 14 16 18 4 12 13 12

+65 +72 +53 +47 +39 +80 +53 +54 +57

1.01 1.07 0.81 0.65 0.56 1.19 0.82 0.77 0.83
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

QA7_4 A focus on high stakes terminal 

exams forces schools to narrow the 

curriculum and teach to the test
Agree strongly 41 43 41 35 46 46 39 49 37 42
Tend to agree 39 35 41 42 37 38 43 35 41 38

Neither agree nor disagree 12 12 12 16 10 8 11 7 16 12
Tend to disagree 5 5 5 5 5 4 4 7 5 5

Disagree strongly 2 4 1 2 2 4 3 2 1 3
Don't know 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0

Agree (All) 80 78 82 77 83 84 82 84 78 80
Disagree (All) 7 9 6 7 7 8 7 9 6 8

Net Agree +73 +69 +76 +70 +76 +76 +75 +75 +72 +72
Mean 1.13 1.09 1.15 1.02 1.20 1.17 1.11 1.24 1.07 1.12

QA8 How much of a priority, if at all, 

do you think it should it be for the 

government to engage with all 

stakeholders - for example parents, 

students, teachers and employers - 

about changing how young people are 

assessed for GCSEs and A-Levels?
A major priority 66 60 69 57 72 71 62 71 62 68
A minor priority 28 31 26 37 23 18 33 23 31 26

Not a priority 4 6 3 4 4 9 4 5 5 4
Don't know 2 2 2 2 1 3 2 1 2 2
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA7_4 A focus on high stakes terminal 

exams forces schools to narrow the 

curriculum and teach to the test
Agree strongly 41
Tend to agree 39

Neither agree nor disagree 12
Tend to disagree 5

Disagree strongly 2
Don't know 0

Agree (All) 80
Disagree (All) 7

Net Agree +73
Mean 1.13

QA8 How much of a priority, if at all, 

do you think it should it be for the 

government to engage with all 

stakeholders - for example parents, 

students, teachers and employers - 

about changing how young people are 

assessed for GCSEs and A-Levels?
A major priority 66
A minor priority 28

Not a priority 4
Don't know 2

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

37 35 46 34 49 40 30 54 43 47 40

44 38 36 38 35 31 43 27 39 36 43

12 24 10 9 8 16 27 13 11 5 12

4 3 5 15 6 10 0 0 4 9 3

2 0 3 1 2 2 0 7 2 3 1

0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 1

81 73 82 72 84 71 73 81 82 83 83

6 3 8 16 8 12 0 7 6 12 4

+75 +70 +74 +56 +76 +59 +73 +74 +76 +71 +79

1.10 1.05 1.19 0.90 1.23 0.97 1.03 1.20 1.17 1.16 1.17

64 51 71 59 71 59 87 60 69 77 60

29 40 25 37 22 24 0 39 25 20 33

5 5 3 2 7 7 13 0 5 2 5

1 4 1 2 0 11 0 1 1 1 2
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA7_4 A focus on high stakes terminal 

exams forces schools to narrow the 

curriculum and teach to the test
Agree strongly 41
Tend to agree 39

Neither agree nor disagree 12
Tend to disagree 5

Disagree strongly 2
Don't know 0

Agree (All) 80
Disagree (All) 7

Net Agree +73
Mean 1.13

QA8 How much of a priority, if at all, 

do you think it should it be for the 

government to engage with all 

stakeholders - for example parents, 

students, teachers and employers - 

about changing how young people are 

assessed for GCSEs and A-Levels?
A major priority 66
A minor priority 28

Not a priority 4
Don't know 2

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

36 38 41 49 24 44 33 47 46

45 41 40 37 38 44 45 37 38

15 16 12 6 22 10 14 8 9

3 3 6 5 11 0 7 5 5

1 2 2 3 3 2 1 2 2

0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0

81 79 81 86 62 88 78 84 84

4 5 8 8 14 2 8 7 7

+77 +74 +73 +78 +48 +86 +70 +77 +77

1.13 1.10 1.11 1.25 0.73 1.29 1.03 1.23 1.22

64 57 65 77 48 64 50 77 70

29 40 30 16 37 33 48 19 25

4 2 4 6 11 3 3 3 4

3 1 1 2 4 0 0 1 2
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

QA9 Do you think that the current 

approach to assessment using mainly 

or solely end of course exams allows 

all young people to develop the skills, 

knowledge and qualifications 

necessary for their next steps into the 

workplace and/or further and higher 

education?
Yes, it does 35 35 35 51 27 20 44 30 32 36

No, it does not 60 59 61 45 68 77 50 67 64 59
Don't know 5 6 4 5 5 4 6 4 4 5

QA10 Do you think that that the 

current system of secondary 

assessment and qualifications should 

be reformed, or not?
Yes, it should be reformed 76 73 78 70 80 82 73 80 75 76

No, it should not be reformed 16 19 15 21 14 13 20 16 15 16
Don't know 8 7 8 10 7 5 7 4 11 8
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA9 Do you think that the current 

approach to assessment using mainly 

or solely end of course exams allows 

all young people to develop the skills, 

knowledge and qualifications 

necessary for their next steps into the 

workplace and/or further and higher 

education?
Yes, it does 35

No, it does not 60
Don't know 5

QA10 Do you think that that the 

current system of secondary 

assessment and qualifications should 

be reformed, or not?
Yes, it should be reformed 76

No, it should not be reformed 16
Don't know 8

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

35 67 28 41 27 54 37 55 31 21 42

60 28 67 52 69 45 39 40 63 76 57

5 5 5 7 3 1 24 5 5 3 1

75 75 80 68 74 67 87 80 77 82 74

17 21 13 25 20 23 0 15 16 11 22

8 4 8 7 7 10 13 5 7 7 4
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

QA9 Do you think that the current 

approach to assessment using mainly 

or solely end of course exams allows 

all young people to develop the skills, 

knowledge and qualifications 

necessary for their next steps into the 

workplace and/or further and higher 

education?
Yes, it does 35

No, it does not 60
Don't know 5

QA10 Do you think that that the 

current system of secondary 

assessment and qualifications should 

be reformed, or not?
Yes, it should be reformed 76

No, it should not be reformed 16
Don't know 8

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

50 53 37 16 41 60 60 21 29

44 43 60 79 52 40 39 75 66

6 4 3 4 7 0 1 4 5

74 70 76 83 64 78 59 81 81

17 23 17 11 23 18 36 13 12

9 6 7 6 13 4 5 6 7
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

All provided a response 1268 449 819 476 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1267 525 742 341 725 201 196 520 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

QA11: In your own words and thinking 

of your own experiences, how does the 

current assessment system impact on 

young people, their parents/families 

and teachers?
Mental health concerns 42 30 49 42 43 41 31 40 42 50

Terminal exams do not suit all learners or 

subjects 18 16 20 11 23 24 13 19 21 19

Teaches too narrow a skill set 12 14 10 7 15 13 9 14 11 12
Generally positive 9 10 9 15 6 5 13 6 6 12

Too short-term, mixed/ continuous 

assessment would be better 9 10 9 6 11 9 6 9 11 9

Teaching to test hinders learning quality 9 11 8 6 10 16 12 13 5 8
Generally negative 6 5 6 7 5 4 10 7 3 5

Efficient/ useful 4 6 2 2 5 5 4 3 6 2
Needs modernisation 4 4 3 2 5 5 2 9 3 2

Good preparation for university & later 3 4 2 3 2 5 4 4 2 3

Provides students with goal/ focus/ target 3 4 3 2 3 6 5 4 3 2
Generally not impactful 3 5 2 5 2 1 4 3 5 1

Generally impactful 2 2 2 3 1 2 2 2 1 2
Unclear/ don't know 8 12 6 10 8 5 9 6 11 6

Other 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 1
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

All provided a response 1268

Unweighted Sample 1267

%

QA11: In your own words and thinking 

of your own experiences, how does the 

current assessment system impact on 

young people, their parents/families 

and teachers?
Mental health concerns 42

Terminal exams do not suit all learners or 

subjects 18

Teaches too narrow a skill set 12
Generally positive 9

Too short-term, mixed/ continuous 

assessment would be better 9

Teaching to test hinders learning quality 9
Generally negative 6

Efficient/ useful 4
Needs modernisation 4

Good preparation for university & later 3

Provides students with goal/ focus/ target 3
Generally not impactful 3

Generally impactful 2
Unclear/ don't know 8

Other 2

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

428 99 537 66 89 49 15 40 550 234 266

372 71 483 73 223 45 10 41 564 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

41 39 44 39 34 57 54 36 46 38 38

18 7 23 9 14 10 11 18 19 29 13

12 6 12 8 22 9 0 1 13 21 9

9 26 6 13 4 11 0 19 6 4 13

7 4 12 12 8 1 21 2 10 12 8

7 1 11 6 20 4 0 3 11 14 5

8 6 3 9 5 2 3 6 5 6 8

2 1 5 1 7 1 0 0 6 3 2

3 2 5 4 5 4 11 0 4 7 1

4 2 2 2 9 0 0 5 3 5 1

2 2 3 6 6 5 0 0 5 3 2

5 1 2 5 3 2 22 1 3 1 4

1 1 3 4 0 4 0 2 1 2 2

9 9 7 12 6 11 0 22 8 7 9

2 4 2 0 3 1 0 2 1 2 3
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

All provided a response 1268

Unweighted Sample 1267

%

QA11: In your own words and thinking 

of your own experiences, how does the 

current assessment system impact on 

young people, their parents/families 

and teachers?
Mental health concerns 42

Terminal exams do not suit all learners or 

subjects 18

Teaches too narrow a skill set 12
Generally positive 9

Too short-term, mixed/ continuous 

assessment would be better 9

Teaching to test hinders learning quality 9
Generally negative 6

Efficient/ useful 4
Needs modernisation 4

Good preparation for university & later 3

Provides students with goal/ focus/ target 3
Generally not impactful 3

Generally impactful 2
Unclear/ don't know 8

Other 2

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

113 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 474

102 161 418 477 182 102 101 338 492

% % % % % % % % %

43 42 45 37 42 30 31 44 46

11 6 17 30 12 15 3 24 21

6 9 10 20 9 9 2 14 14

10 19 9 3 5 24 19 7 6

8 3 9 13 8 5 2 13 9

5 9 7 13 5 2 2 10 13

7 6 6 5 7 5 9 3 6

3 1 2 7 5 2 4 5 2

1 2 4 5 1 3 1 5 4

2 3 4 2 7 0 1 3 3

5 4 2 4 6 1 3 3 3

4 5 4 1 5 8 9 2 1

2 1 2 1 2 3 3 1 1

11 8 10 5 5 11 12 7 8

1 2 2 2 3 2 5 1 1
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Total Male Female 18 to 34 35 to 54 55+ London
Rest of 

South
Midlands North

Teachers 1269 449 820 477 661 131 223 260 346 439

Unweighted Sample 1269 526 743 343 725 201 197 521 236 315

% % % % % % % % % %

Gender Age Region

All provided a response 1262 448 814 476 655 131 223 257 345 436

Unweighted Sample 1262 525 737 342 719 201 197 517 235 313

% % % % % % % % % %

QA12: What changes would you make 

to improve the current system of 

assessment for 14-19 year olds? 
Mixed assessment types (TAG/ 

coursework/ controlled assessment/ 

exam)
35 32 37 27 39 42 29 36 35 38

Practical and vocational skills based 

assessment 17 16 17 14 18 22 20 18 18 14
Continous assessment throughout 

course 17 18 16 12 18 28 11 19 16 19
Greater flexibility for individualised 

learning types 10 7 11 7 10 18 9 13 8 9

Wouldn't change anything 10 12 8 13 8 3 10 8 11 9
More supportive and relaxed approach, 

lower stakes 9 7 11 13 7 5 9 10 8 10

Improved staffing/ teaching quality 3 5 2 5 2 2 4 3 4 3
Make assessment easier and less content 

heavy 3 3 3 4 3 3 3 3 2 5

Change (general) 3 3 3 2 4 2 5 2 3 2
International Baccalaureate type system 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 2 0

Unclear/ don't know 10 13 8 12 10 5 14 6 12 9
Other 6 4 7 6 6 6 9 6 4 6
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

All provided a response 1262

Unweighted Sample 1262

%

QA12: What changes would you make 

to improve the current system of 

assessment for 14-19 year olds? 
Mixed assessment types (TAG/ 

coursework/ controlled assessment/ 

exam)
35

Practical and vocational skills based 

assessment 17
Continous assessment throughout 

course 17
Greater flexibility for individualised 

learning types 10

Wouldn't change anything 10
More supportive and relaxed approach, 

lower stakes 9

Improved staffing/ teaching quality 3
Make assessment easier and less content 

heavy 3

Change (general) 3
International Baccalaureate type system 1

Unclear/ don't know 10
Other 6

State Free Academy Grammar Private Other
Unqualifie

d
NQT

Classroom 

teacher
Lead SLT/Head

428 99 537 67 89 49 15 41 550 234 266

372 71 483 74 224 45 10 42 565 260 257

% % % % % % % % % % %

School sector Role

426 99 533 67 89 49 13 41 547 234 265

370 71 479 74 224 44 9 42 562 260 256

% % % % % % % % % % %

33 22 42 27 37 11 18 18 38 43 33

18 7 18 13 24 13 15 18 19 21 11

12 14 22 8 16 24 12 10 18 20 14

9 5 12 9 9 9 24 7 11 15 6

11 15 8 12 4 6 25 15 8 7 15

10 15 8 10 6 10 3 8 8 10 10

4 3 2 7 3 4 0 17 3 1 4

3 2 3 4 5 10 0 5 3 5 3

3 6 1 5 3 8 0 2 3 0 4

1 0 1 1 4 0 0 0 1 1 0

9 21 8 15 12 10 16 9 10 4 12

6 4 5 6 7 10 0 4 5 7 6
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Total

Teachers 1269

Unweighted Sample 1269

%

All provided a response 1262

Unweighted Sample 1262

%

QA12: What changes would you make 

to improve the current system of 

assessment for 14-19 year olds? 
Mixed assessment types (TAG/ 

coursework/ controlled assessment/ 

exam)
35

Practical and vocational skills based 

assessment 17
Continous assessment throughout 

course 17
Greater flexibility for individualised 

learning types 10

Wouldn't change anything 10
More supportive and relaxed approach, 

lower stakes 9

Improved staffing/ teaching quality 3
Make assessment easier and less content 

heavy 3

Change (general) 3
International Baccalaureate type system 1

Unclear/ don't know 10
Other 6

0 to 2 3 to 5
6 to 

15
16+ No ASCL NAHT NASUWT NEU

114 218 442 380 174 116 115 326 475

103 162 418 477 182 102 101 338 493

% % % % % % % % %

Trade Union MemberCareer length (Years)

114 217 442 376 172 116 114 324 474

103 160 418 474 180 102 100 336 492

% % % % % % % % %

25 26 37 43 30 25 20 39 41

23 11 15 21 23 9 11 17 18

14 10 15 23 13 12 8 24 16

3 7 8 17 9 10 2 12 9

17 11 12 5 7 23 21 8 6

10 15 8 7 11 12 11 6 10

2 6 3 1 3 2 7 1 3

1 4 4 2 1 3 1 3 5

2 3 5 1 5 4 7 2 1

0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 1

12 17 9 6 13 15 14 7 9

8 7 5 5 4 6 5 6 7

33 www.deltapoll.co.uk© 2022 Deltapoll Ltd. All Rights Reserved


